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later the state Supreme Court ruled that although he
might have been free while living in free states, he had re-
sumed his condition of slavery by returning to a slave state.
In the end the case went to the United States Supreme
Court, which decided in 1857 by five to four that Dred
Scott was not, and could not be, a citizen in the meaning
of the United States Constitution, and that no power
had been given in the Constitution to Congress to confer
citizenship on negroes.   This  decision was not merely
adverse to the Dred Scott family (which, as a matter of
fact, was emancipated soon afterwards by its owners), but
in effect invalidated the Missouri Compromise of 1820, an
Act of Congress. A great victory for the slave-owners, it
stirred the Republicans to the depths. In 1857 a financial
panic occurred, caused by over-speculation and perhaps
by the disturbance of the money market in consequence
of the discovery (1848) and mining of gold in California.
The Ohio Life Insurance Trust Company failed, and
many banks had to close their doors.   It is one of the
maxims of American politics that " the party in power is
responsible for any financial reverse that may happen, and
for the hard times and lack of employment that follow and
severely affect the working classes/5 l Now the party in
power (1857) was the Democrats.   President Buchanan
was a Democrat.
The raid of John Brown from Maryland and Virginia
in 1859, his seizure of Harper's Ferry, as a rallying-point
for fugitive slaves, with about twenty men on October 16,
his desperate defence, his trial at Charlestown, Virginia,
and his execution on December 2 had no direct effect
upon the early history of the Republican Party. Abraham
Lincoln called it an absurd effort, " which ends in little
else than his own execution."2
The decisive year in the history of political parties in
1 Charming, op. cit.9 vi, 200.
* Qjioted by O. G. Villard in John Brown (1910), p. 564.